LADIES SHOULD WEAR

UNDERPANTS

WOKYO'S biggest headache has always
been its fires. Not a day goes by with-
out two or three. Big fires such as that of Meireki in
1657 have been known to take no less than 107,000
lives* The Great Earthquake in 1923 is estimated
to have taken 60,000 lives most of which were lost
in the fire which followed the quake. In fact,
people once called fires the Flowers of Yedo,
Quite naturally the fire department has a lot to say
for itself, but nothing is more eloquent than the
demand which it made a few years "ago requesting
the ladies not to go abroad without their under-
pants*
"Something just had to be done about the
women after the Shirokiya Department Store
blaze about eight years ago," explained Mr. 1C
Ishiwata whose ancestors have been fire-fighters
for two centuries, "A lot of salesgirls were trap-
ped on the top floors of the building. Some of
them wouldn't jump. Not even when the fire-